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 (4)	Irrigation also helps to teach self-government.   For example, in
parts of northern Italy the users of water from a given ditch meet
in November and elect representatives to a sort of water parliament
representing all who are supplied by one large canal   Each village plans
beforehand what crops it will raise the next year.   Then the water is
divided according to the need of each.
 (5)	Another way in which irrigation promotes civilization is by
causing people to live close together and yet letting each family have at
least a fair-sized piece of land of its own.   In California, for instance,
the irrigated farms, especially those where fruit is raised, are compara-
tively small and no one feels that he is far from his neighbors.   Where
people live compactly in irrigated districts, they are able to support good
schools, churches, and other helpful institutions.
Why Agriculture Probably Originated in Irrigated Regions. The close
connection between irrigation and civilization goes back to the very
beginnings of agriculture. Of course we cannot have any exact knowl-
edge of those primitive times* Nevertheless, there is general agreement
that agriculture originated in floodplains like those of the Nile, Eu-
phrates, Indus, and Hwang. Put yourself in the place of primitive
man. You have no metal tools, and your stone implements are merely
arrowheads, scrapers, grinders, and other tools for hunting, preparing
skins, or grinding wild seeds. You observe that certain seeds such as
wheat and barley are good to eat and keep a long time. The idea of
saving seed and planting it comes to your mind, as the result, perhaps,
of some accident. Under what kind of environment will this idea
prove fruitful? Not in the shade of a forest; not in a prairie where every
square inch is crowded with plants already; and not on a sea beach
where the salt will kill the wheat. A floodplain is the place which
best encourages such an idea. There each flood leaves tracts of bare
mud. The seeds need merely to be scattered there, and they will grow.
The ground remains moist a long time, for the level of the river and of
ground water falls slowly. Other plants do not choke the seed, for
they do not get started soon enough. So the primitive farmer can
sow his seed, go off to hunt or gather wild seeds, and at length come
back to find his wheat ripe and ready for harvest. This in turn leads
to other lines of progress. The farmer, if such we may call him, must
devise ways of storing his grain not only for food but for seed. And
then he and his descendants are led onward to the other steps of progress
described in the preceding section, How Irrigation Promotes Civilization.
All this illustrates one o£ the most fundamental principles of geog-
raphy. Different activities and habits are found in different parts of
the world largely because the geographic environment favors them in

